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Activities for HIV/AIDS Mainstreaming in IPMS Pilot 
Learning Woreda Activities 
 
Key facts about HIV/AIDS in Ethiopia 
 There are about 1.3 million Ethiopians infected with HIV. 
 An additional 350 people become infected every day.  
 A similar number of people die every day from AIDS-related illnesses. 
 AIDS accounts for 35% of young adult deaths (15-49 years old).  
 Around 280,000 people require anti-retroviral treatment but only 35,000 were 
receiving antiretroviral treatment in mid-2006. 
 Women are at least at 1.2 times greater risk of infection than men.  
 
Reasons for HIV/AIDS mainstreaming in IPMS project 
 The agricultural sector has a unique role to contribute to addressing the 
HIV/AIDS epidemic in rural communities.   
 The impact of the HIV/AIDS can undermine development initiatives, 
diverting attention from productive activities to caring for the sick and 
surviving the aftermath of death.   
 The death of key adult household members is usually accompanied by a loss 
of labour, skills, knowledge and assets.  
 The disease changes the composition of rural communities and the priorities 
of farming households, thereby making many of the market-oriented 
extension messages irrelevant. 
 Rural HIV prevalence rates for the regions covered by IPMS range from less 
than 2% to over 5%.   
 Understanding the dynamics of HIV/AIDS in the PLW will enable IPMS to 
identify opportunities to contribute to addressing HIV/AIDS in the 
agricultural sector.   
 Also essential to ensure that IPMS project does no harm with respect to 
hastening the spread of the disease or increasing vulnerability to the impacts 
of AIDS. 
 
Objectives of HIV/AIDS mainstreaming in IPMS activities in PLW 
 Understand the HIV/AIDS context of the PLW. 
 Develop the skills of PLW stakeholders to identify and address HIV/AIDS 
issues in the agricultural sector. 
 Identify opportunities to minimise the risk of HIV infection and vulnerability 
to the impacts of AIDS in rural communities through project activities and 
linking with HIV/AIDS specialist organisations. 
 Contribute to the knowledge base about HIV/AIDS in the agricultural sector. 
 
How to use this ideas sheet and HIV/AIDS checklist 
 This ideas sheet presents various activities for HIV/AIDS mainstreaming that 
may be relevant to consider when designing an IPMS activity, such as 
training and field visits. 
 
Ideas 
sheet! 
 The checklist (on a separate page) is to be completed during the planning of 
the activity to summarise actions for HIV/AIDS mainstreaming and highlight 
any gaps. 
 
Objective Activities 
1. Raise awareness 
and increase 
understanding 
about HIV/AIDS 
 Use farmers associations, cooperatives and marketing groups as entry points for 
behaviour change communication activities. 
 Target groups associated with agricultural production and marketing who are often 
overlooked by HIV/AIDS outreach activities (eg traders, store owners, transporters, 
middlemen, petty traders). 
 Use market days to educate people about HIV/AIDS. 
 Hold intensive awareness campaigns during seasons of high risk, such as harvesting 
and holidays. 
 Identify innovative ways for reaching rural communities with HIV/AIDS messages 
(eg local cinemas). 
 Integrate HIV/AIDS awareness training into all IPMS training courses, workshops, 
field visits etc. 
 Train DAs and other key stakeholders in woreda (TOT) to become HIV/AIDS 
competent and able to train others. 
 Facilitate access to relevant HIV/AIDS materials in woreda knowledge centre and 
FTCs (translate into local languages). 
2. Reduce the risk 
of exposure to HIV 
 Bring input supply/marketing chain closer to farmers to reduce the need to travel 
away from home (eg bulk purchasing, forward contracts, market information). 
 Reduce delays at processing plants, distribution points. 
 Educate farmers/seasonal labourers to manage their earnings, save, broaden their 
horizons and invest in their future. 
 Strengthen women’s position through economic empowerment. 
 Make marketing chain more women-friendly and secure. 
 Reduce wish to migrate from rural areas by increasing livelihood options, 
particularly for youth. 
 Minimise risk associated with capacity building (reduce training away from home, 
train couples, reduce overnight stays away). 
3. Reduce 
vulnerability to 
the impacts of 
AIDS 
 Review labour requirements and likely future labour availability of priority 
commodities before promoting them in AIDS-impacted communities. 
 Ensure proposed enterprise mix is sustainable even with depleted resources. 
 Identify income generating activities suitable for people living with HIV/AIDS.  
 Overcome barriers to production and marketing faced by AIDS-infected/ affected 
households (eg overcoming labour constraints, forming groups to assist in 
transporting produce to market or processing, forming marketing groups among 
petty traders). 
 Develop market opportunities for crops and livestock suited to resource base of 
infected/affected households (including the need to be near home to care for the 
sick). 
 Use farmers’ associations as entry point for AIDS care and support for members (eg 
social fund for orphans). 
 Promote crops and livestock contributing to balanced diets for people living with 
HIV/AIDS. 
 Develop skills base among wide group of farming households and labourers. 
 Involve share cropping partners in market development initiatives. 
 Work with microfinance institutions to meet short term credit needs, unsecured 
credit. 
4. Create new 
partnerships and 
linkages for 
implementation 
 Involve new partners in IPMS activities (eg HAPCO participates in workshops, 
training events) and WALC membership. 
 Facilitate co-planning between potential partners (eg Women’s Affairs and HAPCO). 
 Encourage partners to share materials and other resources. 
 
